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over Indonesia, moving out into the Pacific as
the ocean water warms there. As el nino
fades, the rainfall patterns return to their nor-
mal positions. These climate fluctuations affect
much of the world over simply due to a
change in the prevailing winds over much of
the planet as tropical rainfall patterns change
their position and intensity. Severe storms and
flooding along the west coast, droughts in the
midwest and increased typhoons in Hawaii are
a sample of the severe weather problems as-
sociated with el nino.

Columbia University’s Lamont-Doherty Earth
Observatory, located in my district, is the
home of the International Research Institute
for Climate Research, a National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration [NOAA] funded in-
stitute. Working in conjunction with the Scripps
Institute of Oceanography at the University of
California at San Diego, Columbia University’s
renowned facility has helped to define the el
nino effect.

With this year’s prediction that there will be
the most active el ninos of the century, I be-
lieve that we must give full funding of $74.9
million to the Office of Global Programs at
NOAA. This can be achieved by adding an ad-
ditional $4.9 million which will be used by
TOGA for continuing to research el nino.

Increasing the funding for the TOGA Pro-
gram would expand its ability to work as a
fully operational observation system, thus pro-
viding NOAA with the opportunity to under-
stand the climate conditions caused by el
nino. This early warning capability would in
turn help business owners, farmers, and local
government officials better prepare for the
damaging effects of el nino.

I appreciate the work done by Chairman
ROGERS and look forward to working with him
and Mr. BILBRAY of California as we proceed
with these important programs.
f
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Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr. Speaker,
On rollcall vote No. 455 I inadvertently voted
‘‘aye.’’ I would like the appropriate portion
RECORD to reflect that I intended to vote ‘‘no.’’
f
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to congratulate the Hammond Tech-
nical Vocation Appreciation Society as it holds
its first annual ‘‘Thanks for the Memories’’
Recognition Dinner tonight, September 26,
1997, at the After Four Supper Club in Cedar
Lake, IN. I would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to commend the Society’s board of di-
rectors, Stan Bafia, Dave Carlson, Chester
Lobodzinski, Tom Martin, and Marvin Snorton,
for the work they have put forth in planning
this special event.

The Hammond Technical Vocation Society
was founded in November 1996, for the pri-

mary purpose of paying overdue recognition to
past faculty members of Hammond Technical
Vocation High School, Hammond Tech. To-
night’s dinner will be in recognition of four out-
standing former educators and coaches of
Hammond Tech High School, who have dis-
played the utmost in pride and dedication
throughout their careers. Special recognition
will be given to this year’s selected honoree,
retired educator and coach, George Bereolos.
Former coaches, Dale Vieau, the late Swede
Carlson, and the late Richard Milton Wilson,
will also be honored on this occasion. Ham-
mond Tech will forever be remembered for its
1940 State Championship Basketball Team,
whose three remaining members, Bob Haack,
Richard Haack, and John Thomas, will be rec-
ognized at the dinner tonight.

An educator and coach for 42 years in the
Hammond School System, George Bereolos’
accomplishments in the classroom and on the
court are shining examples of the pride and
dedication he exhibited in his work. A 1934
graduate of Hammond High School, George
earned a degree in education from Indiana
University after his service with the U.S. Army
as a first lieutenant during World War II. In ad-
dition to teaching social studies, George as-
sumed the added responsibility of head bas-
ketball coach in 1954. George’s coaching ca-
reer also included positions with the track and
football teams. George currently resides in
Munster, IN.

Dale Vieau, Swede Carlson, and Richard
Milton Wilson were very devoted teachers and
coaches at Hammond Tech, as well. Dale
Vieau, a 1944 graduate of Hammond Tech,
coached for his alma mater for approximately
32 years, and within the Hammond School
System for 38 years. Dale served as coach of
the basketball, baseball, and cross country
teams. Swede Carlson, a 1938 graduate of
Ball State University, was a history and social
studies teacher for Hammond Tech. Before his
retirement in 1979, he worked with the golf
and football teams during his 34-year coach-
ing career. Upon earning his teaching degree
from State Normal School, now the University
of Wisconsin, Richard Milton Wilson began
Hammond Tech’s physical education and ath-
letic programs. In the early years of the pro-
gram, Richard coached every sport with one
assistant. An excellent athlete, Richard played
football with the Green Bay Packers from
1919 to 1921. In the early 1980’s, he was in-
ducted into the Green Bay Packer Hall of
Fame. Although Swede Carlson and Richard
Milton Wilson have both passed away, memo-
ries of their spirit and love for teaching will al-
ways remain.

Hammond Tech was founded in 1919, when
Fred S. Barrows began a vocational high
school in the attic of Central High School on
Russell Street in downtown Hammond, IN. In
the first year of the school’s existence, there
was only one teacher and one student. How-
ever, only 3 years later, Hammond Tech stu-
dents filled the halls of the Central High
School building when a new Central High
School was built on Calumet Avenue. Ham-
mond Tech remained at this location until the
summer of 1949, when a new Hammond Tech
High School was built on Sohl Avenue. Al-
though the State of Indiana closed Hammond
Tech in 1980, the school will always be held
in high esteem for the strong dedication and
concern of its faculty, as well as the academic
and athletic accomplishments of its student

body. Today, Hammond Tech still holds the
record for the highest high school graduation
rate in the nation, at 98.6 percent.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratulat-
ing the Hammond Technical Vocation Appre-
ciation Society and this year’s faculty
honorees for their lifetime of dedication to their
school and its students. I commend all of
those who have played a role in successfully
keeping the memory of Hammond Tech alive
over the years, as the pride and spirit of its
faculty and former students serves as an in-
spiration to us all.
f
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Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, they were in the

prime of life, full of hope and youthful promise,
when they died defending their country and
preserving our freedom. Their loss was and is
heart-breaking for the families and friends they
left behind. And—enjoying the long period of
peace and freedom that these young Amer-
ican service men and women bought so dear-
ly—we are in danger of forgetting their great
sacrifice.

But there is one group of fine Americans
who are uniquely able to make sure that the
rest of us do not forget. They are the Gold
Star Mothers. Each one lost a child who died
in the military service of our country during
time of war.

I am proud and grateful that we have a
strong and active group of Gold Star Mothers
in the Third District of Tennessee, which I rep-
resent in Congress. On Sunday, September
28, they and their counterparts from all across
the Nation are marking Gold Star Mother’s
Day. They are part of a group that had its
roots in the first great conflict of the 20th Cen-
tury: World War I. President Woodrow Wilson
proclaimed that service flags would be dis-
played at homes that had family members
serving the country. Blue Stars were displayed
for each family member in the Armed Forces.
And, as the war progressed and casualties
mounted, the stars were turned to Gold Stars
to represent each service member killed de-
fending our country.

The Gold Star Mothers were officially orga-
nized in Washington, DC, in 1929. But one
does not have to be a formal member of the
national organization to be a Gold Star Moth-
er. The standard for entering this revered
group of Americans is much, much higher and
more difficult than simply joining an organiza-
tion. One must have had a child who made
the supreme sacrifice for our country. In 1936
Congress—in a joint resolution—designated
the last Sunday in September as Gold Star
Mother’s Day. In 1940, President Franklin
Roosevelt further recognized the day.

These Gold Star Mothers, perhaps better
than anyone else, know the agony that comes
from caring for, nurturing, and raising up a
child only to see that young life lost just as it
is beginning. But these fine Americans, who
include at least 62 ladies from the Chat-
tanooga area, deserve the greatest admira-
tion, thanks and respect from all of us.

These ladies whose loved ones did not
make it home devote themselves to caring for
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and helping those who did. In a supreme act
of love and concern for others, many Gold
Star Mothers dedicate themselves to helping
the children of other mothers, children who
survived war. Gold Star Mothers assist in all
manner of ways. They visit veterans’ hospitals
to help service people there. They take part in
patriotic observances that help all of us re-
member the sacrifices that bought our free-
dom. On Sunday those in the Chattanooga
area are marking the observance of the day
during a candlelight ceremony at VFW Post
4848 in Chattanooga.

I salute the Gold Star Mothers of the Third
District, the Chattanooga area, and the Nation.
All of us should be grateful that our Nation
produces men and women with the courage
and dedication to make the supreme sacrifice
so that we might be free. We should be thank-
ful too that our Nation has mothers whose
courage and compassion help make those
sacrifices worth it and—in the most special
way—make sure that the memory of those
who died for our country lives on.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
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Friday, September 26, 1997

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, on Thurs-
day, September 25, 1997, I missed rollcall
votes Nos. 447 and 455.

Rollcall vote No. 447 was an amendment,
by Representative ELEANOR HOLMES-NORTON,
to H.R. 2267 that would strike bill language to
prohibit the use of funds to perform abortions
in the Federal Prison System. Let the record
state, that had I been present, I would have
voted against this amendment.

An amendment by Representative JOEL
HEFLEY, rollcall vote No. 455, was also offered
on September 25, 1997. It would reduce fund-
ing for thee Economic Development Adminis-
tration’s trade adjustment assistance program
by $90 million. I would like to make it known
I would have voted in favor of this amendment
had I been present to vote.
f
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2267) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 1998, and for other purposes:

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Chairman,
I join my colleagues from North Carolina and
Maryland in strong support of the amendment
to provide $3 million to the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration to respond to
the Pfiesteria threat on the east coast of the
United States. I am a cosponsor of this

amendment because we in North Carolina
have felt the effects of Pfiesteria piscicida for
a number of years, through massive fish kills
in the Albemarle-Pamlico Estuarine System
and through reports of strange health effects
from people who have been in and near af-
fected waters, including skin lesions, res-
piratory impairment, and memory loss. Al-
though there has been some Federal role in
supporting research on Pfiesteria and
Pfiesteria-like dinoflagellates in the past, the
recent fish kills and reported human health ef-
fects in Virginia and Maryland related to
Pfiesteria, and further reports of the presence
of the toxic form of Pfiesteria from Delaware
all the way to Florida, call for a broader role
by the Federal Government in what is showing
itself to be a regional environmental and
human health problem.

Through its new, interagency Ecohab Re-
search Program, the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration has the capacity to
play an essential coordinating role in research
efforts designed to uncover the ecological dy-
namics which favor the transformation of
Pfiesteria into its toxic form. This amendment
will also provide funding to affected States to
initiate and extend essential efforts to monitor
for Pfiesteria and similar organisms. Monitor-
ing will allow researchers to quickly respond to
outbreaks of Pfiesteria in its toxic form and
gather the data which is necessary to acceler-
ate our progress in learning more about the
causes and effects of this organism.

I want to thank the gentleman from Mary-
land [Mr. HOYER] for taking the lead on this
important issue and for his part in initiating this
important amendment. I appreciate my col-
leagues’ support for this amendment for a
greater Federal role in research related to
Pfiesteria.
f
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Ms. FURSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a distinguished Oregonian, Myron Fleck,
who is retiring after 30 years with Coopers &
Lybrand L.L.P. It has been my honor to call
Myron a friend for the past 5 years that I have
held office. He has also been a valued advisor
and counseled me on numerous issues impor-
tant to his profession.

Over the past 3 decades, Myron has had a
distinguished career. He has been a leader in
a number of professional associations, includ-
ing the Oregon Society of Certified Public Ac-
countants and the Portland Estate Planning
Council where he was past president to both.
He has been an active member of the Na-
tional Council of Farmers Cooperatives where
he chaired the legal, tax, and accounting com-
mittee, as well as the National Society of Ac-
countants for Cooperatives where he led the
taxation committee.

In recognition of his knowledge of the ac-
counting profession, Myron was appointed to
the Oregon State Board of Accountancy and
served three terms, one as chairman. In addi-
tion, Myron’s academic credentials include his
tenure as adjunct professor of taxation at the
Portland State University and editor of a col-
umn for the Agricultural Journal of Taxation.

Myron has been actively involved in his
community as well. He has been a long-stand-
ing member of the Portland Rotary and serves
on the finance council of the Catholic Arch-
diocese of Portland. He is a former trustee to
Saint Mary’s Academy High School.

As a partner at Coopers & Lybrand, Myron
has advised clients in a variety industries with
special emphasis on tax services to coopera-
tives and bank holding companies. He retires
as the partner-in-charge of the Portland office
tax practice, as well as his firm’s northwest re-
gional tax partner-in-charge.

Myron has had a productive and full career.
He has given back much to his profession and
his community, and I am pleased to have had
his views and advice. I hope that Myron en-
joys a long and rewarding retirement.

Please join me in wishing Myron well.

f
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2378) making ap-
propriations for the Treasury Department,
the U.S. Postal Service, the Executive Office
of the President, and certain independent
agencies, for the fiscal year ending Septem-
ber 30, 1998, and for other purposes:

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chairman, I rise today
to speak out against an increase in pay for
Members of Congress.

The Federal Government is still spending
more than it takes in. Despite the fact that we
have passed the historic balanced budget bill
which will balance the budget by 2002, until
that date, we are still adding to the national
debt that we will pass on to the next genera-
tion of Americans. I believe to allow a pay
raise for Members of Congress at this point in
time is not the responsible thing to do.

Congress should not be increasing its pay
while we have such a large national debt, es-
pecially when we are adding to that debt every
day. This is one reason I am cosponsoring
H.R. 632, the Balance the Budget First Act of
1997, introduced by Congressman JON
CHRISTENSEN. This legislation not only repeals
the automatic pay increase for Members of
Congress, but it also expresses the sense of
the Congress that pay of Members of Con-
gress should not be increased until the Fed-
eral budget has been balanced.

I appreciate that under current law, the pay
increase for Members of Congress is tied to
the pay increase for the Federal judiciary. That
is why I am an original cosponsor of H.R.
2517, introduced by my colleague from Ala-
bama, Congressman BOB RILEY. This legisla-
tion, like H.R. 632, would eliminate the auto-
matic pay increase only for Members of Con-
gress, not for members of the Federal judici-
ary.

I hope that we will have the good sense to
listen to the American people and prevent this
pay increase for Members of Congress.
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